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MANAGING DIRECTOR OF PLANT 
OPERATIONS CELEBRATES  

50 YEARS AT GPO  
 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Government Publishing Office’s (GPO) Managing Director of Plant Operations 

John Crawford marks 50 years of service to GPO and the Federal Government. Crawford began his career at 

GPO on May 10, 1966 as a journeyman bookbinder on the night shift. A half century later, Crawford manages 

800 employees in the agency’s plant operations business unit.  He is responsible for the production of some of 

our Nation’s most important documents, including the President’s Budget, The Congressional Record, The 

Federal Register, The Code of Federal Regulations and legislative bills, hearings and reports. Throughout his 

years of service, Crawford has worked on secure projects, including the implementation of the electronic 

passport and coordinating inaugural materials for presidential inaugurations, and contributed to the agency’s 

transition into the digital age. 

 

Photo of John Crawford: https://www.gpo.gov/images/news-media/management/Crawford_180.jpg 

 

One of his first jobs in the late 1960s was producing secure test forms for the U.S. Air Force. Crawford was 

promoted to his first management position in 1972 and was responsible for coordinating and overseeing the 

production of President Richard Nixon’s inaugural materials. In the 1980s, Crawford led the team to automate 

the passport binding process, which was previously done by hand. As technology has advanced and GPO’s 

workforce has decreased, Crawford has worked with GPO management to combine and reorganize plant 

departments to maintain efficiency and to continue to meet the needs of Congress, Federal agencies, and the 

public. Crawford is one of three generations of his family to work at GPO. His grandfather worked at GPO in 

the early 1900s.  

 

“John is part of the very foundation of GPO.  His enthusiasm and commitment to the work we do for Congress 

and the Federal Government is something we all embrace,” said GPO Director Davita Vance-Cooks.  “I 

appreciate the institutional knowledge John shares with me and his support on the various digital changes the 

agency has implemented through the years.  I and all of GPO congratulate John on his 50 years of Keeping 

America Informed.” 

 

GPO is the Federal Government's official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring, cataloging, 

indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. 

Government. The GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services 

for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well 

as the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print 

formats. GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at no charge through 
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www.govinfo.gov, partnerships with approximately 1,150 libraries nationwide participating in the Federal 

Depository Library Program, and our secure online bookstore. For more information, please visit www.gpo.gov 

 

                 ### 

http://www.fdsys.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/USGPO
http://twitter.com/USGPO
http://pinterest.com/usgpo/
http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter
http://www.govinfo.gov/
http://www.gpo.gov/

